
 

 

Appendix 1 

 
London Assembly (Mayor’s Question Time) – 15 June 2011 

 
Transcript: Mayor’s Oral Update 

 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  First of all I would like to echo your congratulations to all 

Members of the Greater London Authority (GLA), staff and functional bodies whose services to 

London were recognised.  In particular I would like to pay tribute and thank Sir Edward Lister [Chief of 

Staff and Deputy Mayor, Planning] for his long service as leader of Wandsworth and for his decision 

to join us here in City Hall. 

 

Secondly, I would like to welcome Mike Tuffrey’s entry into the race for the mayoralty; long overdue.  

I think we have long urged him on that particular course and I look forward very much to being on the 

great caravanserai across London with him in the next few months.  I always welcome you, 

Jenny [Jones], and I look forward with anticipation to our conversations.   

 

As Members of the Assembly you have asked for updates on four subjects: the proposed Tube strikes 

being the first.  I can say that I think it is mystifying and perverse that there is apparently a decision to 

go out on strike in advance of a tribunal decision when Transport for London (TfL) has made it 

absolutely clear that they will abide by the tribunal decision which is expected very shortly. 

 

On the Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) review I make two points.  SNTs have been very successful; 

they have been part of our success in bringing down crime overall across London and bringing down 

fear of crime as well which is very important.  Londoners feel increasingly that this is a safe city to live 

in.  That is a very valuable thing to achieve for all kinds of reasons.  SNTs are an important part of that 

and I want to repeat what has been said that SNTs will be retained in every ward and, thereby, part of 

our strategy to combat crime. 

 

The cycle road race test event has been raised by some Conservative Members who are anxious about 

the impact of the event on 14 August 2011.  Suffice it to say we are looking into this to ensure we 

minimise these impacts.  I do not think it is good enough to say that the road should be closed for 

eight hours in the way that is proposed.  TfL are working with the boroughs and London Organising 

Committee of the Olympic Games and Paralympic Games Limited (LOCOG) to contract that and 

minimise any such impacts. 

 

On the nitrogen dioxide (NO2) targets that have been raised by the Liberal Democrat Group, again this 

is something that has been a credit to the actions of the Greater London Authority (GLA) and 

everybody in the environment team who came up with a formidable panoply of measures to improve 

air quality.  Although it is true that we will not meet the limit values by 2022, I point out that we will 

not be far off at all.  By 2020 only 24kms of road in London are expected to exceed this.  The only 

way we can do it, alas, is if the Government comes in behind us and gives us the wherewithal to 

implement a variety of other measures which we ourselves propose.  I think London has been very 

much in the lead on this.  We have made vast progress but we need the Government to be fully seized 

of the importance of this and to come in behind us.  Thank you. 

 



 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  Mr Mayor, I wanted to ask you about SNTs and the review that will be 

debated at the Metropolitan Police Authority (MPA) this week.  I assume you have seen the report 

that the police have come forward with.  We already know that Safer Neighbourhood sergeants are 

being halved and that you have agreed to that.  We know that you pledged to retain teams of two 

police constables (PCs) and three Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) in each ward but that is 

now looking increasingly worthless.  If you look at the small print of the police review the minimum 

guarantee for each ward is one PC and one PCSO.  To my mind one plus one equals two and not the 

five that you have promised.  How can you justify that? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Joanne, two things: 1) these are proposals and I know that 

they will be debated in the MPA of which you are a member.  On the sergeants issue I have always 

made clear that where there are capable sergeants who can lead more than one SNT it is sensible to 

allow them to do that and to make use of their skills.  I think Londoners understand that.  2) 

Repeatedly I have made clear that the geometry of SNTs can be varied but what is absolutely rock-

solid is our commitment to a SNT in every ward in London and that they are an invaluable part of 

driving down crime.   

 

I remind you of the success we have had in fighting crime in London over the last three years.  The 

crime statistics for the 36 months up to May 2008 compared to the 36 months of this mayoralty do 

show a 9.14% fall in crime in the total number of offences and that is the same across virtually every 

borough in London.  I think that is largely thanks to the continued efforts of the police to be 

innovative and creative in the way they deal with both the financial circumstances that they face but 

also the needs of London.  I think getting a million more patrols out on the street in the way that 

Sir Paul Stephenson [Commissioner of Police for the Metropolis] has done with his strategy of 

allowing officers to patrol singularly has been important.  I think backing the SNTs has been 

important.  I think backing the Safer Transport Teams has been important and I think that it is a 

considerable record of success and we are determined to build on it. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  Is the record of success based on localised policing teams?  You still have 

not answered my first question: are you happy for wards to retain only two officers? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I did answer your question, Joanne -- 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  You did not. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  -- and the way I have answered it innumerable times in this 

Assembly is that I am both happy for sergeants to have more capabilities and to be more responsible 

and I am also happy for the geometry of SNTs to be varied and to give local policing, which we both 

support, the flexibility that it needs to deal with local crime. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  You are happy for some wards to go down to two officers - one PC, one 

PCSO - for an indeterminate amount of time? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  That is not something that I envisage happening, Joanne, but 

all I am saying -- 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  That is what the report says will happen. 

 



 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I have no reason to suppose that will happen.  I would like to 

see the evidence of the wards where that will happen. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  Have you read the report? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  If you look at what Ian McPherson [Assistant Commissioner, 

Territorial Policing] said he is determined to retain, in the SNTs, every single PCSO and every 

constable so we will retain strength.  By the way, the proof of this particular pudding is in our success 

at fighting crime.  Crime is not only going down but people’s fear of crime is going down and that is a 

considerable reflection of the success of the methods being applied by commonsense policing in 

London.  I remind you, since we both care about police numbers, that by the end of this term as 

Mayor in May 2012 there will be approximately 1,000 more warranted officers in the Metropolitan 

Police Service (MPS) than there were when I started.  In spite of all the flimflam that I have heard and 

read about this, there will be 1,000 more warranted officers in the MPS than there were when I took 

over.  That - given the incredibly difficult financial circumstances that we find ourselves in - is no 

mean achievement.  I pay tribute to the efforts of the MPA, on which you serve, in finding the savings 

of £42 million that have enabled us to keep pushing numbers up at a very difficult time. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  Mr Mayor, I have to make the point that warranted officers include 

specials.  They do not include fulltime officers which are actually decreasing in London but -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am sorry, that is not true, Joanne. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  -- this question on SNTs, I am going to read the report because you do 

not seem to have read it yourself but it states: 

 

 “Every ward will have a minimum strength of one PC and one PCSO during periods of 

temporary resource redeployment.” 

 

That is not the five you have promised. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am sorry to return to this point but I have always said to you, 

Joanne, very candidly, that I thought there was scope for a variable geometry within the SNTs.  I have 

said that repeatedly for more than two years now.  I remind you that Ian McPherson has said that we 

are sticking to our promise to keep the ward-based system and we will have the same number of 

PCSOs and constables.  I think that speaks for itself.  We are absolutely committed to maintaining 

SNTs as a way of driving down crime and increasing Londoners’ sense of security. 

 

Mike Tuffrey (AM):  Thank you, Chair.  On air quality I agree we need Government action.  I am 

disappointed that they have slipped the target for meeting the nitrogen dioxide healthy limits from 

2015 to 2025.  I went to see Caroline Spellman, the Secretary of State for the Department for 

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA), recently and I have to say I think DEFRA simply do not 

get the urgency of this issue.  I promised to go back to her.  Will you come with me to go to DEFRA 

and make the case for Government action to get healthy air limits in London? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you, Mike, and I am grateful to you for the 

interventions that you make on this subject.  It is absolutely true that I do think that DEFRA could do 



 

 

with a greater sense of the urgency of this problem.  Do not forget how politically charged this is.  We 

have Londoners who are dying prematurely because of air quality issues. 

 

Mike Tuffrey (AM):  Will you come with me to take that message to -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am determined to ensure that the Government gets its act 

together.  Whether or not I will come with you, as you have generously put it … 

 

Mike Tuffrey (AM):  She is expecting to see me and it might help if you came too. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Let me say that I will certainly send a supportive message, if 

you like.  I will have to check with my diary whether I can come on the occasion that you are going to 

DEFRA but I want to thank you very much for what you are doing. 

 

Mike Tuffrey (AM):  OK, thank you. 

 

Richard Tracey (AM):  Mr Mayor, if I can take you back to this question of SNTs, I gather that the 

sergeants themselves have suggested to the MPA and MPS that there should be some reduction in 

their coverage of the SNTs because they are in effect managers and apparently they believe that it is a 

waste of resources.  Have you heard this story too?  Apparently even local authority leaders - maybe 

some Labour ones - are saying the same too. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  It would not surprise me if there was complete incoherence in 

the position of the Labour Party on this matter, but just for the avoidance of doubt - and let me 

repeat again - we are committed 100% to the SNT model.  That means a SNT in every ward in London 

and it is a vital part of our arsenal for fighting crime.  I am afraid what Joanne McCartney will now be 

tempted to do is issue a press release saying that SNTs are going to be reduced to two people or 

something like that.  That is emphatically not the case.  It would be a travesty if they were to do that.  

That will not happen and I will be extremely disappointed, but not surprised, if they were to be so 

mendacious as to do so. 

 

James Cleverly (AM):  Mr Mayor, do you share my disquiet when you hear a member of the MPA, 

who sat through a number of evidence sessions from police officers and representatives from the local 

government, intentionally misrepresent the flexibility that we all demand that local police leaders 

exercise in the deployment of their own troops? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think there is historically a problem within the MPA, which is 

why we are reforming it, which is that you have members of the MPA who sit on it, supposedly to 

support and find creative ways of encouraging the police to do even better for the people of London 

who are, on the other hand, statutorily obliged by their position as opposition Members within the 

Assembly, to attack provision for policing in London.  So there is a paradox in the way the MPA is 

currently constructed which is why we are reforming it. 

 

James Cleverly (AM):  Could you envisage the situation where it would be inappropriate, for 

example, for a number of members from a SNT to deploy to a town centre during a weekday 

afternoon, perhaps when the schools were emptying out, to prevent rowdiness spilling over?  Or do 

you think it is appropriate that they would have to stand on the other side of the High Street, for 

example, watching disorderly behaviour erupt in front of them unable, because of an arbitrary local 



 

 

government boundary, to cross the street and assist?  Is that realistically a situation you think is 

defendable? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Only in the mad matrix of the Labour Party press release could 

this be a defensible way of policing London.  What I think everybody wants to see is commonsense 

policing that satisfies local needs and that protects every SNT in every ward and continues to drive 

down crime and fear of crime.  Where local sergeants think there could be more scope for flexibility 

then it would be I think curious of the MPA - which supports this in one mode but when they are 

obliged to do the demagogic stuff in public they become mysteriously hostile - to oppose that desire 

for flexibility. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Before I take another Member, Assembly Member Joanne McCartney, 

you have indicated you want a point of explanation.  Can you do that quickly.  It is not an additional 

question to the Mayor. 

 

Joanne McCartney (AM):  James Cleverly has said that I have sat in meetings and I am now saying 

something different.  He does know that we did sit through those meetings and we put an alternative 

view to the reports so we have consistently had our doubts on this.  Thank you. 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Thank you very much.  Assembly Member Darren Johnson? 

 

Darren Johnson (AM):  On the air pollution issue: are we going to see any more policy initiatives 

from you or is that it now? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  You are going to see a continued pressure from us with my 

new ally Mike there as an outrider for City Hall going in there.  In particular, the measures that we 

would like to see the Government take up are a national low emission zone framework for nitrogen 

oxides (NOx) standards, certification scheme for NOx abatement equipment; scrappage schemes for 

polluting-type vehicles; grants for vehicle retrofit; use of the tax regime to encourage the use of 

cleaner vehicles; increase in the fixed penalty for vehicle idling; further funding for low-emission 

vehicles and technologies; electrification of London over-ground rail network; reducing emissions 

from airport operations - and on that matter I think collectively we in the government of London can 

claim legitimately to have secured important success in stopping the third runway at Heathrow which 

would have been a formidable producer of NOx - and funding further energy efficiency schemes and 

boiler scrappage schemes.  Those are among the further measures that I want Government to take.   

 

Darren Johnson (AM):  That is what you want the Government to take.  What about the things that 

you can do and in particular the very low emission zone with stricter standards for central London?  

When are we going to see an announcement on that? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Thank you, Darren.  I know you and indeed the Liberal 

Democrats have been pursuing this idea for some time and I am grateful to you for your comments 

and suggestions on that.  We have been looking at it.  As I said a few months ago this is not 

something that I was immediately attracted to.  I see all sorts of difficulties with it but we will be 

publishing a report shortly and I believe there will be a TfL representative at the Environment 

Committee hearings on 23 June 2011 where you will be able to chew that one over. 

 



 

 

Darren Johnson (AM):  You sound less and less enthusiastic about this every time I raise it!  I am 

expecting a big no coming from you when the announcement finally comes. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Do not be gloomy.  Let us just look at the arguments. 

 

Darren Johnson (AM):  OK, I will be optimistic then. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, that is the spirit.  We Johnsons are always optimistic. 

 

Darren Johnson (AM):  I will try my best. 

 

Murad Qureshi (AM):  Mr Mayor, you suggested London was taking a lead on pollution.  Why is it 

that Greater London is expected to comply by the latest amongst regions in the UK (United Kingdom) 

for the NO2 limits in the UK?  For example, we are estimated to comply in 2025; that is five years 

behind Manchester and ten years behind Liverpool. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  London, as you know, has by far the greatest concentration of 

population, traffic and industrial output as well.  NOx is substantially produced by domestic boilers, 

and there are a huge number of them in London emitting too much which is why the boiler scrappage 

scheme is so important.  That is why retrofitting people’s domestic heating arrangements is so 

important.  London is historically the single biggest emitter in this country.  I do not think there has 

been a time in the history of the United Kingdom when London has not been the biggest and most 

polluted city in Britain so I do not think that is particularly surprising. 

 

However we are leading the way with new technology that I think offers serious hope.  We now have 

on the streets of London five hydrogen buses going up to eight.  Those buses have absolutely zero 

tailpipe emissions.  We are introducing a new Routemaster-style bus, as you know, by the end of this 

year which will be 15% less polluting than the current hybrid buses.  It will be 40% less polluting than 

the current diesel buses.  We are making big advances in technology.  You know what we have done 

with the low emission zone and we are proceeding with tough and controversial measures which we 

have taken the lead on in London in order to improve air quality.  I think people in this city do want a 

cleaner greener atmosphere and they want to be able to take a deep lungfuls of London air without 

feeling that they are inhaling too much NOx and particulates and it is vital that we achieve that. 

 

Murad Qureshi (AM):  I know all that - I live 200 metres away from Marylebone Road - but in 

particular the NO2 issue, we do have problems around Heathrow Airport.  What have you done in the 

present to make life better for west London’s suburban residents in Hillingdon, Hounslow and Ealing? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  The most important thing we have done - and I know that this 

was something that you supported, Murad, though not, I am afraid to say, the Labour Party - is to 

stop the huge expansion at Heathrow that was going to be occasioned by the third runway.  This 

would not only have meant massive increases in aviation emissions; it would have meant a huge 

increase in vehicular emissions as well.  All the cars and buses that would be necessary to service a 

third runway would greatly have exacerbated the pollution problem in that area.  That was the single 

biggest step we were able to take in the last few years to protect air quality in west London but we 

will go forward.  I think by using technology and the low emission zone we are able to make London 

air as clean as it has been since the industrial revolution began. 

 



 

 

Jennette Arnold (Chair):  Thank you very much.  

 

  


